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Excerpt of Patriarch Bartholemew’s Encyclical on the 1700th Anniversary

+ BARTHOLOMEW
By the Mercy of God Archbishop of ConstantinopleNew Rome
and Oecumenical Patriarch
To the Plenitude of the Church: Grace and Peace from
God.
“Blessed is our God, who so deemed” and orders all
things for all people, who has led us to “this day of the
Resurrection” when “all has been filled with light,
heaven and earth alike.”
This year marks the 1700th anniversary since the issue
of the Edict of Milan about religious freedom.
Therefore, we are communicating to the Church in all
places and times in order to address a message of hope,
love, peace and optimism from the most holy Apostolic
and Patriarchal Oecumenical Throne in as much as the
Church is the continual presence of God. “Whoever has
seen the Son has seen the Father” (John 4:9), and
whoever has seen the institution of the Church has seen
the divine-human Lord and the Holy Spirit, Who are
with us.
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The Church is precisely such an institution in freedom.
“Such is Christianity: it grants freedom to those in
slavery.” ( St. John Chrysostom, Homily IX on 1
Corinthians 193).
As a result of the Edict of Milan, the persecutions
against Church and religion, previously licit, ceased;
and for the first time in human form, freedom of
religious conscience was instituted in the world.
However, the freedom that Christ granted us (see Gal.
5:1) is not mere “form” and “letter”. It is genuine
freedom, which we are always seeking in order that all
things may become “new.” Otherwise, how can we
possibly expect a new heaven and a new earth?
Until the time of Constantine the Great, the history of
the world, namely the period of “Old Israel” before
Christ, and after the divinely incarnate presence of the
“New Israel,” the free expression of conscious faith is
replete with problems and persecutions to the point of
martyrdom by blood for the sake of truth.
History recounts the persecution of individuals who
shared a different perspective and faith about God from
that proclaimed by the worldly authorities or the society
which they inhabited.
The Old Testament refers to the world leader, King
Nebuchadnezzar and the creation of a large image of
his person, which he demanded that all of his subjects
should worship by bowing down before it.
“The three holy children” were cast into the fiery pit
because they refused to worship the idol of
Nebuchadnezzar. They refused to render the status of
divinity to a secular ruler, which he claimed for
himself. St. Solomone and the Seven Maccabean
children were persecuted with martyrdom alongside
their teacher Eleazar. The fiery pit publicly rejected the
authority of Nebuchadnezzar and foreshadowed the
mystery of our all-holy Theotokos, by rejuvenating and
preserving the three children unharmed, just as the Fire
of Divinity preserved the Virgin Theotokos.
The captive children, who refused to worship the
irrational and arrogant human ruler claiming the
features of God, cried out aloud in the pit: “let all God’s
works praise the Lord.” In so doing, they prefigured the
freedom brought by the Lord, “Who became as one
under the law so that He might win those under the
law.” (see 1 Cor. 9:20) “Great art Thou, O Lord, and
wondrous art Thy works, and no word suffices to Hymn
Thy wonders.” In any case, “every hymn is inadequate,
hastening to describe the multitude of Christ’s great
compassion.”
Our Modesty, together with our brothers in the Holy
Spirit and concelebrants in the Lord, stand before the
“empty tomb” with the myrrh-bearing women and
behold that “the stone has been moved.” We witness in
ecstasy and awe the Risen Lord, Who trampled down

death by death, liberating us from the bonds of flesh
and consuming Hades, while granting us life.
Thus, on the occasion of our commemoration of the
granting to Christians of the right to freedom of faith
and worship, from this sacred Centre of Orthodoxy,
which has served in captivity the true freedom of
humanity in Christ and of the ecclesiastical body, we
express our intense concern, anxiety and protest for the
ongoing persecutions throughout the world. In
particular, today we fervently pray for the Christian
populations of the geographical regions of the Middle
East, who experience frequent murders, kidnappings,
persecutions and threats, which have culminated in the
kidnapping of two brother Hierarchs, whose
whereabouts are still unknown, namely the
distinguished and most reverend Metropolitan Paul of
Aleppo, well-known for his spirituality and significant
ecclesiastical, social and educational ministry, as well
as the Syrian Jacobite Metropolitan Yohanna Ibrahim
of Aleppo.
We wholeheartedly share in the pain, sorrow and
challenges faced by Christians in the Middle East and
Egypt, and especially in the ancient and senior
Patriarchate of Antioch. Beyond any political stance,
we categorically condemn once again the use of all
forms of violence, appealing to the rulers of this world
to respect the fundamental human rights of life, honour,
dignity and property, recognizing and praising the
peaceful lifestyle of Christians as well as their constant
effort to remain far from turmoil and trouble.
We express our concern as the Church of
Constantinople that, 1700 years after the issue of the
Edict of Milan, people continue to be persecuted for
their faith, religion and conscientious choices.
The Oecumenical Patriarchate will never cease, through
all the spiritual means and truth at its disposal, to
support the efforts for peaceful dialogue among the
various religions, the peaceful solution to every
difference, and a prevailing atmosphere of toleration,
reconciliation and cooperation among all people
irrespective of religion and race.
In condemning every form of violence as contrary to
religion, we proclaim from the Oecumenical
Patriarchate that truly great is “the mystery of our
religion; God was revealed in flesh, vindicated in spirit,
seen by angels, proclaimed among gentiles, believed in
the world, taken up in glory” (1 Tim. 3:16), governs the
world and the affairs of the world in accordance with
His incomprehensible Will and judgment, and will
come again in glory as the Righteous Judge of the entire
world.
To Him be glory, might, power, honour, worship, and
the kingdom to the endless ages of ages. Amen.
In the year of the Lord 2013, May 19.
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were still searching for two men in relation to the
alleged plot.
There has been at least one previous assassination
plot against Patriarch Bartholomew in recent years.
Previous attacks on Christians have raised concerns
about the safety of religious minorities in
Muslim Turkey, which has around 100,000 Christians
out of a total population of 76 million.

PATRIARCH KIRILL OF MOSCOW
AND ALL-RUSSIA VISITS CHINA

ABDUCTED BISHOPS
On 22 April the Orthodox Bishop of Aleppo, and
brother of the Patriarch of Antioch, Boulos Yazigi,
together with Youhanna Ibrahim, the Syrian Jacobite
Metropolitan of the same city, were kidnapped by
gunmen following the murder of their driver Deacon
Fatha' Allah Kabboud. The bishops were in the village
of Kafr Dael trying to mediate on behalf of two priests,
Fathers Michael Kayyal and Maher Mahfouz, who had
themselves been kidnapped since 9 February.
The plight of the two abducted bishops has quite rightly
attracted international media attention with religious
leaders around the world doing what little they can to
exert pressure on those with influence and authority in
this situation. At the time of going to press both
Bishops are still kidnapped with no detail as to their
current welfare or location as well as no indication
as to the terms of their release. Please continue to
pray for the safe release of both bishops and for the
plight of all our brothers and sisters in Christ in
Syria and the Middle East, who are being
persecuted, tortured and killed every day for their
faith.

On 11-15 May 2013, the Primate of the Russian
Orthodox Church made a visit to China. On his
arrival in Beijing he met with Mr Xi Jinping,
President of the People’s Republic of China, visited
important historical sites and celebrated the Divine
Liturgy at the Russian Embassy. After travelling to
Harbin, he visited St Sophia Cathedral and on the
Tuesday of Thomas Week (Radonitsa), the day of the
prayerful remembrance of the dead, His Holiness
Patriarch Kirill celebrated the Divine Liturgy at the
Church of the Protecting Veil of the Mother of God in
Harbin. During the Divine Service, special prayers were
said for those affected by floods in China and for the
repose of the souls of archpastors, pastors, monastics
and lay people of the Chinese Autonomous Orthodox
Church. On 15 May, the last day of his visit, His
Holiness celebrated the Divine Liturgy in the building
of the former Cathedral of the ‘Surety of Sinners’ Ikon
of the Mother of God in Shanghai, the construction of
which was overseen by St John the Wonderworker.

PLOT TO ASSASSINATE
PATRIARCH OF
CONSTANTINOPLE
Turkish Police are investigating an alleged plot to
assassinate Oecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
and have stepped up security around the Patriarchate
in Constantinople, his spokesman said on Friday 10
May.
Spokesman Dositheos Anagnostopoulos said the
Patriarch had not received any direct threats but had
learned of the alleged plot from Turkish media, which
was later confirmed to the Patriarchate by Turkish
police.
Turkish broadcaster NTV said one man had been
arrested in relation to the alleged plot, after state
prosecutors in central Kayseri province received an
anonymous letter saying there was a plan to assassinate
the Patriarch on 29 May, the anniversary of the
Ottoman conquest of present-day Istanbul. It said police

APPROPRIATION OF LAND IN
BETHANY
The Orthodox Church of Jerusalem has expressed a
serious concern regarding the emerging situation at the
Convent of Sts. Lazarus, Martha and Mary in Bethany.
On the piece of land belonging to the Convent, local
residents—Arab Muslims—have been constructing a
large building (already three storeys high) since March
2013 in spite of protests from Orthodox Christians.
The Convent possesses all documents on this land
including a site plan from the year 1912. Attempts of
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the lawyer of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, Samiha
Shleipi, to urge the Palestinian police to stop the
construction work has yielded no results. The mediation
of the embassy of Cyprus did not help either—it
intervened in the situation after threats to the nuns
began to pour in (5 out of 7 sisters are Cypriots).
According to the Romfea agency, the building is being
constructed at a feverish pace - work is continuing 24
hours a day to complete the building and no one has
been able to stop it yet.

IOCS GETS NEW PREMISES
For the first time, as of February 2013, the Institute for
Orthodox Christian Studies in Cambridge has its own
home and headquarters established on English soil,
after thirteen years spent as a guest in rented
accommodation. ‘Palamas House’, as our new
building has been named, is the ideal place both for our
present needs and for our future hopes. An eighteenth
century structure, well-maintained, it looks already like
a mini-college, with a garden behind it
overshadowed by ancient trees and with ample space
for parking. The Institute has transferred all of its
library books into a spacious and elegant room, used
before as a board room, a space which will also serve as
a gathering-place for talks, seminars and lectures and
(for the moment) for services. The immediately
adjoining rooms are sufficient to give all staff an office.
What remains is occupied by tenants, who in the short
term will provide some income but whose space is
available for our expansion as funds come in.

OBITUARY
Archimandrite John Maitland Moir
(1924 – 2013)
Excerpt from Obituary Published in The Scotsman
Newspaper 27 April, 2013.
Father John Maitland Moir, priest of the Orthodox
Church of St Andrew in Edinburgh, founder of many
smaller Orthodox communities throughout Scotland
and Orthodox chaplain to the University of Edinburgh,
died peacefully in Edinburgh Royal Infirmary on 17
April, 2013.

This is the second major landmark in the recent history
of IOCS after May of last year, when the newly created
Orthodox Episcopal Assembly for
Great Britain and Ireland recognized, approved and
blessed the Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies,
Cambridge as an educational centre for all the Orthodox
of these islands, and appointed one of its
Bishops, Metropolitan Kallistos Ware, who has been
foremost in teaching the Orthodox faith in English, to
be our first President.

He was born in 1924 in the village of Currie where his
father was the local doctor … The privileged but
somewhat severe upbringing of an only child in this
household together with a chronic weakness in his
knees kept him apart from the hurly-burly of boyhood
and directed him from an early age to more spiritual
and intellectual pursuits.
After his schooling at Edinburgh Academy, he went on
to study Classics at Edinburgh University during the
war years, his never robust health precluding any active
military service.
After the war, and a short spell as Classics Master at
Cargilfield School in Perthshire, he moved to Oxford to
continue classical studies at Christ Church and
theological studies at Cuddesdon Theological College.

Submitted by Razvan Porumb
His interest in Eastern Christendom was awakened in
Oxford and he eagerly seized the opportunity to study
SGOIS: Serving the Orthodox Church in the UK for over 40 years
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at the famous Halki Theological Academy in Istanbul in
1950-51. During this year he also travelled in the Holy
Land and Middle East and forged friendships in the
Eastern Churches which he maintained throughout his
life. On his return to Scotland he was ordained in the
Scottish Episcopal Church, which he was to serve
faithfully for the next 30 years.
With the passing of the years, however, he became
convinced that the Scottish Episcopal Church was
moving ever further away in faith and in practice from
that common ground with the Orthodox Church which
he had also come to know and love and whose prayer
he had made his own.

more fully to prayer, especially to prayer for the
continued unity, harmony, well-being and advancement
of the Orthodox communities in Scotland.
On the day he died, an anonymous benefactor finally
sealed the purchase of the former Buccleuch Parish
Church for the Orthodox Community of St Andrew in
Edinburgh thus securing a material basis for the
realisation of the spiritual vision that had inspired
Father John throughout his life. May his memory be
eternal!

In 1981, he resigned from his position in the Diocese of
Moray and travelled to Mount Athos where he was
received into the Orthodox Church at the Monastery of
Simonopetra. He returned to Britain to serve now as an
Orthodox priest in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of
Thyateira and Great Britain with utter devotion for a
further full 30 years.
After three years in Coventry, Father John returned to
Scotland where he united the two small Orthodox
communities in Edinburgh, one Slavonic and one
Greek, into the single Orthodox Community of St
Andrew. At the same time, he travelled tirelessly
around the country by bus, serving often tiny groups of
Orthodox Christians in Aberdeen, Inverness, Perth,
Dundee, St Andrews, Stirling and elsewhere.
Father John subjected himself to an almost
unbelievably austere ascetic regime of fasting and
prayer, while at the same making himself available to
everyone who sought his assistance, spiritual or
material, at all times of day and night. His care for
down-and-out people in Edinburgh provoked
admiration and no little concern in many parishioners
who would come to the church, which was also his
home, only to find him calmly serving coffee with
aristocratic gentility to a bevy of homeless alcoholics or
to find a tramp asleep on his sofa. He was tireless in his
efforts to help the victims of torture and Christians
throughout the world who were persecuted. Few days
would pass without him writing a letter of support for
someone in prison or in mortal danger. He had inherited
a comfortable fortune but he died penniless, having
dispersed all his worldly assets to the deserving and
undeserving in equal measure.

From the meadows of England to the fjords of Norway,
Thy name is praised, O Holy Father Botolph,
For Thou didst shine like the sun throughout East Anglia
Banishing the darkness of demonic tyranny;
Pray now, Holy Father, that our souls may be saved.
Troparion to St Botolph of Iken, Tone VIII

As his physical strength ebbed away, he was comforted
by the love and care of those who looked to him as their
spiritual father and by the ministrations and devotion of
his fellow clergy. He was also tended by the medical
expertise of the Greek doctors of the community
towards whom he never ceased to express his gratitude.
The last year of his remarkable life was perhaps the
most remarkable of all. Completely bed-ridden, nearly
blind and almost totally deaf, he devoted himself even
SGOIS: Serving the Orthodox Church in the UK for over 40 years
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Saturday 29 June @ 12 Noon
Moleben to St Botolph
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FEATURE INTERVIEW with
ARCHIMANDRITE VASSILIOS
(PAPAVASSILIOU)
Archimandrite
Vassilios was
born in London
and
studied
Theology
at
Aristotle
University,
Thessalonica,
as well as
Classics
at
Birkbeck and
Church Music
in Thessalonica
and
London.
He
was
ordained
a
Priest in 2007, since which time he has been serving as
auxiliary priest of All Saints Cathedral. He is Vicar
General of the Archdiocese, Co-Secretary of the PanOrthodox Episcopal Assembly of Great Britain and
Ireland, and Chairman of its Educational SubCommittee. He is also the author of "Journey to the
Kingdom: An Insider's Look at the Liturgy and Beliefs
of the Eastern Orthodox Church" (Paraclete Press),
and "Meditations for Great Lent: Reflections on the
Triodion" (Conciliar Press)
.
ON: As the secretary of the Pan-Orthodox Episcopal
Assembly of Great Britain and Ireland, can you
briefly state its purpose and work?
Archimandrite Vassilios: The primary purpose of the
Pan-Orthodox Assembly of Bishops is to encourage
closer co-operation between the Eastern Orthodox
churches in the British Isles. Rather than working in
isolation from one another, as has been the case for so
long, it is our hope that there will be greater
communication between us. Furthermore, there are
many problems facing the Church which are not unique
to any one particular Orthodox group, and so the
Assembly is discussing common problems in the hope
of coming up with common solutions.
The Assembly has set up three committees: theological,
pastoral and educational. The theological committee is
currently working on a list of British Orthodox Saints to
be actively commemorated by all the Orthodox
churches. The pastoral committee is working on interOrthodox relations, agreed procedures for the transfer
of clergy from one diocese to another, and an agreed
position on rules regarding marriage and receiving
Communion. It is also responsible for organising the
annual Pan-Orthodox Vespers held on the first Sunday
of Lent. The educational committee deals with
catechetical literature and youth work. It has set up a
sub-committee, of which I am the chairman, to produce

pamphlets on baptism and marriage on behalf of the
Assembly, and we are making good progress.
ON: What do you think are the biggest problems
facing the Orthodox Church in Britain today?
Fr Vassileos: That is a common question, with many
different answers. The best and truest answer I've ever
heard is that "the Church has only one problem, and
that is sin." All the problems one could mention:
nationalism, stagnation, secularism, etc. really are but
symptoms of that one problem. And the problem is not
one that exists outside the Church, but within it. Often
we Orthodox are not credible witnesses of Christ
because we do not live by the Gospel - we affirm it in
words, but not in deeds. People are looking for a
Church in which the Gospel is lived. It's all very well
saying "We are the true Church", "We have the fullness
of the Christian faith", but if our lives don't agree with
our faith, the world will not be convinced.
ON: How can we propagate our Faith in an age of
secularism and pluralism?
Fr Vassileos: There seem to be two reactions to this
problem. The one is to adapt to secular society so we
can be "relevant". This is, quite frankly, stupid. Nothing
makes the Church less relevant than being just like
secular organisations which are far more effective at
achieving secular goals than the Church is. In this way
the Church gives up its purpose and uniqueness, and
becomes nothing more than a quaint organisation that
serves to sanction the views of secular society. I
sometimes feel that those who are fighting for a
particular agenda, be it feminism, gay rights, or
whatever else, consider the ultimate sign of their
victory in society to be the Church's complete
submission to their cause, without a trace of theology
remaining in the position that the Church takes. We are
supposed to be different, we are not meant to "blend
in", and we are not supposed to play down what the
Church is actually all about, which is salvation in
Christ.
The other response is the opposite extreme: ultra
conservatism. But conservatism is not the same as
Tradition. Conservatism is incapable of adapting the
way in which it speaks to people and the way it
responds to sin, and refuses to accept that we are trying
to win people who have a secular mindset and
worldview. Tradition, on the other hand, adapts to
pastoral needs and modern realities without adapting
theological truth. We Orthodox often speak as though
we are still living in the middle ages, and so we seem
irrelevant and even laughable. But Orthodox Tradition
is not something that belongs to a past age. It is always
new and relevant because it concerns eternal and
universal truths.
I believe that the beginning of the solution to the
problem of promulgating the faith in a secular society is
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this: take secularism seriously, but not too seriously!
Christians see secularism either as a master to be
obeyed, if sometimes reluctantly, or as the enemy. Both
are cases of a monologue with secularism, rather than a
dialogue. The Church is here to bring people, and not
ideologies, into the Kingdom of God, and this means
learning to communicate with people who do not
understand our religious vocabulary, or the theological
basis of our views, but without making the mistake of
secularising that theology so that they will find nothing
objectionable about what we are teaching.

spiritual life and development. No one can learn an art
without guidance, and that applies to the art of spiritual
life too.
3) Develop habits of the heart. Discipline yourself in
prayer and Orthodox practice, until Orthodoxy becomes
not just something you do and believe, but something
you are. Orthodoxy should imbue every aspect of life.
Simple things like making the sign of the cross and
prayer at meal times can make the most mundane and
"profane" things spiritual.
4) Don't be an intellectual slacker. "Take up and read!"
And if you come across theological terms you don't
understand, look them up! A simple google search is
ON: Why is theology important?
usually enough. Also, read the Scriptures - yes, even the
Archimandrite Vassilios: When one considers the
dreaded and mind-boggling Old Testament - and not
things that Orthodox are thinking of when we say
just books about Orthodoxy.
Tradition - the Scriptures, the Ecumenical Councils, the
5) Don't look at the Church through rose-tinted glasses.
Creed, icons, the hymns and prayers of the Church There is sin in the Church, and this should not surprise
what we are actually talking about is theology. I wonder
us. Someone once told me, "I go to a monastery on
how many people realise that were it not for the
Sundays rather than my parish church, because my
theology of the Greek Fathers and Ecumenical
parish church is full of hypocrites". I said "don't worry,
Councils, the term "Holy Trinity" would not exist.
I'm sure there's room for one more!" If you are looking
Theology is the language of the Church. It determines
for saints in the Church, you'll find them in the
everything the Church does,
Synaxarion (if you don't know what
proclaims and believes. When one
that is, google it!) Everyone is
Someone once told me, "I go
reads or hears the Liturgy, or the
fighting their own spiritual battle;
services of Baptism or Marriage, or
others are not fighting at all. And
to a monastery on Sundays
the hymns of Advent, anyone who
yet others have a very different idea
rather
than
my
parish
is not well acquainted with the
of what the Church is and what it is
Scriptures and the Church's
for. When one reads the sermons of
church, because my parish
interpretation of them cannot
St. John Chrysostom, or even the
understand what is being said, no
epistles of St. Paul, it will become
church is full of hypocrites".
matter what language we use.
clear that the Church has always
Perhaps this is why Orthodox
had internal problems.
I said "don't worry, I'm sure
education, where there is any,
usually
focuses
on
visual
ON: Do you have a special
there's room for one more!"
symbolism. I think that is a cop-out,
devotion to any of the British
and not particularly edifying. We
Saints; and if so who and why?
need to teach the Scriptures and the theology of the Old
and New Testaments, which is the basis of Christian
Archimandrite Vassilios: St. Bede is my favourite
Orthodox theology. Without it, we don't have a leg to
British saint. I consider him the Latin equivalent of the
stand on.
Three Great Hierarchs of the East. He was a brilliant
exegete, and a wonderful paradigm of the union of faith
and intellect.
ON: What advice would you give to someone just
starting out in the Orthodox Christian life?
ON: How can the Church reach out to "cradle
Archimandrite Vassilios: It depends on the person.
Orthodox" who have drifted away from the
There is no point in telling someone with dyslexia to
Church?
read books, and there is no point in telling someone
who lives in the Outer Hebrides to go to church every
Archimandrite Vassilios: Again, this depends on the
day. But generally speaking, I would advise them to do
person. I don't like boxing people into categories, like
the following:
"unchurched", "cradle Orthodox", "converts", "youth".
But in my experience, many of them have drifted
1) Go to church and become part of a parish
because no one has ever explained what Orthodox
community. The church isn't a place to go for your own
Christianity is. Many say they have drifted because they
private needs. It is a Community of believers. And do
don't understand the language of the services. While
not make the mistake - that many do - of thinking that it
that is a problem, it is not as big a problem as people
is better to go to a monastery than a parish. By all
make out. A bigger problem is no one has taught them
means make the occasional pilgrimage to a monastery,
anything about the faith in a language they can
but do not make it your parish church.
understand. In most of our churches, you will never
2) Find a suitable spiritual father to guide you in your
hear so much as a sermon in English. What they know
SGOIS: Serving the Orthodox Church in the UK for over 40 years
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of their faith has been learned from their grandmothers,
but this usually involves little more than certain actions
or customs which remain unexplained, and - with all
due respect to our well-meaning grannies - also a good
deal of superstitious nonsense. Many of those who have
drifted need to unlearn what they have learned.
One must consider the shift that has taken place in this
country over two generations. The difference in culture,
language and mentality between grandparents from
Greece or Cyprus or wherever else, and their
grandchildren who were born and raised here, is huge.
Most of our clergy are from the "old countries", and
they are not able to understand or communicate
adequately with those who grew up here. We need more
homegrown clergy with adequate training and
understanding to meet the need to teach the faith to our
people. But there is no training available to clergy or
candidates for ordination in this
country.

ON: From your experience of serving in the country,
have you come to any conclusions as to why more
British people are not becoming Orthodox
Christians?
Fr Vassileos: The main reason people give is
nationalism, and it is a problem. I've never made a
secret of my hatred for nationalism. The Church is often
hijacked by patriotism and national agendas. Instead of
being the Orthodox Church in this country, we appear
to be a federation of ethnic ghettos. But I know
converts who feel very much at home in the Orthodox
Church in spite of this. They have no objection to
services being held in Greek, Arabic or Slavonic, but
for others this is a major stumbling block. What has
occurred to me is that many of those who are
completely put off by the Church because of
nationalism are equally nationalistic in their
Britishness.
People
don't
mind
nationalism as long as it is their
nationalism, and not another's.

How to engage those who don't
come to church in the first
place is a problem I don't have
an answer to. But we should at
least begin with those who do
come yet do not understand.
And if these people learn the
faith, they will pass it on to
their children, so the impact
will be immense. Many of them
do not know how to give their
children a Christian Orthodox
upbringing because they have
been taught so little about their
faith. Unfortunately we do not
respond to these people. In a

But people need to be more patient and
understanding of the situation of our
churches. In addition to trying to keep
people of different languages and ethnic
affiliations
together,
rather
than
segregating them, we are not going to be
able to invent an authentic British
liturgical tradition overnight. It took
centuries for the Greek liturgy to
develop into what it is today. In fact, I
know converts who much prefer the
Greek liturgy to an English one for the
simple reason that they find the Greek
liturgy remarkably beautiful and rich,
while English services feel dull and

congregation of, say, 100 “St. Bede is my favourite British saint. I contrived. This is not really surprising.
people, we only seem to care consider him the Latin equivalent of the One cannot suddenly produce English
about the 40 old Cypriot ladies,
services that match a tradition of
Three Great Hierarchs of the East.”
and another 20 middle aged
worship that has been developed and
Greek men. So it is no wonder the others feel estranged.
refined since the time of the Apostles.
On more than one occasion I have been rebuked for
preaching in English because "no one here understands
That being said, we are barely making a beginning.
English", though at least a quarter of the congregation
Why have we not even produced our own translations
had English as their first language, and another quarter
of all the liturgical books after all this time? We have
speak and hear English every day at work and at home.
the talent and the resources to do it, but we seem to lack
the will. Furthermore, we can't even agree on
Many Orthodox of all ages want to learn about their
translations of the Liturgy - and I'm not even talking
faith, and they cannot find what they are looking for
about agreement across all the dioceses! We are too
because our churches do not offer it. There should be
busy arguing about details like whether to use old
systematic and regular catechism in every parish, and
English or modern English. And why are we not
not in just one in ten churches. I know Greeks who go
working on developing a British liturgical tradition
to Protestant churches for bible study because Orthodox
modelled after the forms we have inherited from the
churches do not offer this, and some have converted to
"old countries"?
Protestantism as a result. Our parishes have much to
answer for when it comes to the estrangement and even
We need to think in missionary terms - not in the sense
apostasy of many of our people.
of knocking on doors or street preaching, but in the
sense of making Orthodoxy something that is no less
British than it is Greek or Russian.
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BOOK REVIEW
‘Journey to the Kingdom’ An Insider’s Look at the
Liturgy and Beliefs of the Eastern Church by Father
Vassilios Papavassiliou (Paraclete Press) pp.
Once in a while a new book makes us wonder why it
wasn’t written before and I think I’ve just had the
pleasure of being presented with one such example.
They often say the best things are simply made and if
we take that maxim to heart then the ‘Journey to the
Kingdom’ An Insider’s Look at the Liturgy and Beliefs
of the Eastern Church is exactly that.
By that I don’t mean to dumb down the obvious effort
that has been put into it by the author, London-based
Greek Orthodox priest Father Vassilios Papavassiliou,
attached to the Cathedral
Church of All Saints.
Far from it; this book takes a
potentially complex subject
and sets it out so we can
understand the steps. The
author is our guide on this
journey. The book is crafted
with love and care, and that
has evidently meant much
work to get to the finished
product in his bid to explain
that the Orthodox Church is
a way of life, not just a place
to visit. Father Vassilios has
subscribed to the philosophy
of ‘less is more’ and by that
I mean he has done the job
of conveying the threads of
the
Orthodox
Liturgy
without too much emphasis
on academic references or
side tracks into long-winded
explanations of the key
elements. There are, of
course, annotated references
handily listed at the back,
but these tidy up the
explanations rather than become a hindrance as with so
many religious guides.
What we have is an exciting journey made all the more
pleasurable through a wholesome serving of reality in
this easily digestible ‘pick-up and read’ book. It is also
one of those books that you like to retrace and re-read.
Not because it is difficult to understand – far from it –
but because, for someone like me who was not formally
schooled in Theology, there are wonderful insights and
nuggets of information that allow us to understand why
things happen (or don’t happen) in the Divine Liturgy,
irrespective of tradition, Russian, Greek, Arab amongst
others. Like the trusty A to Z, it promises to become a
reference and guide that makes absolute sense, not only
to those who think they know Orthodoxy inside and

out, but importantly it is a helping hand to newcomers
to the true Church. Moreover, it will allow them to
appreciate how this wonderful jigsaw of the Divine
Liturgy is put together, from the Hours and Matins to
Dismissal via entrance of the Gospel and Epistle, Creed
and Holy Oblation.
This book is peppered with understanding and advice
from the role of repentance to the numbering of the
Psalms. Take for example, The Cherubic Hymn and
Entrance of the Holy Gifts. We should expect quotes
from the Church Fathers and they are provided, this
time from St John Chrysostom, but this book drills
down to answer the enquiring mind. ‘In order to
appreciate the meaning of this beautiful hymn, we must
understand what the Cherubim are. They are not just
listed with definitions but brought into sharp focus.
‘The Cherubim could also be
described as those angels
who ‘carry’ God, in a similar
way that kings were carried
upon the shoulders of their
closest and most devoted
servants.’
Modern references include
Fr Alexander Schmemann,
C.S. Lewis and Vladimir
Lossky, but the author
skilfully picks from a
spectrum of commentators
and intersperses with his
own narrative. In this way
we can all come to
understand
this
book,
whatever our Orthodox
pedigree.
Not afraid to put the Liturgy
into the context of today, Fr
Vassilios asks of the
Resurrection and the new
Creation to come: ‘But does
all this really matter? Many
people today think the
Church is failing in its duty to make the world a better
place by being focused on the ‘world to come’.’
The answer is simple, says the author: ‘how we fare in
the next life depends on how we live this one.’ That’s a
smart response and exemplifies the crisp thinking
throughout this book which had so many opportunities
to get bogged down in polemics and writing just for the
sake of it.
For anyone interested in the Divine Liturgy and how
Orthodoxy fits into our life there’s no better starting
place than this primer. I know that I’ll be leafing
through this for years to come. Move over A to Z!
Philip Hicks
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NEW STOCK - JUST IN!
GRAND DUCHESS ELIZABETH
OF RUSSIA: New Martyr of the
Communist Yoke

£19.95

By Lubov Millar
pp. 381 Hardback (illustrated)
(Just a few copies left of this beautiful
2nd edition)

MARRIAGE & VIRGINITY
ACCORDING TO ST JOHN
CHRYSOSTOM

£12.50

By Archpriest Josiah Trenham
Paperback pp. 298

CRUCIFIED AGAIN: Exposing
Islam’s New War on Christians
By Raymond Ibrahim
pp. 256 (illustrated)
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SGOIS STOCK LIST
Spring 2013
NEW STOCK JUST IN!
GRAND DUCHESS ELIZABETH OF RUSSIA:
New Martyr of the Communist Yoke by Lubov
Miller Hb, pp 381 (illustrated)
£19.95
MARRIAGE & VIRGINITY ACCORDING TO ST
JOHN CHRYSOSTOM by Fr Josiah Trenham
Pb, pp. 298
£12.50
CRUCIFIED AGAIN: EXPOSING ISLAM’S NEW
WAR ON CHRISTIANS. By Raymond Ibrahim
Hb, pp 256 (illustrated)
£15.75

A MONTH WITH ST SERAPHIM OF SAROV
23pp
£1.25
BEDE AND THE PSALTER by BENEDICTA
WARD, 46pp
£3.00
LIFE OF ST HYBALD OF HIBALDSTOW by IAN
THOMPSON 12pp Booklet £2.00
THE 1917-18 COUNCIL OF THE RUSSIAN
ORTHODOX CHURCH by PROFESSOR ALEXAI
SVETOZARSKY 20pp
£1.50
THE REFLECTIONS OF ABBA ZOSIMAS Monk
of the Palestinian Desert Translated by JOHN
CHRYSSAVGIS, 34pp
£2.50
SAINT PATRICK RECONSIDERED by IAN
THOMPSON 20pp Booklet
£2.00

CALENDARS
ORTHODOX WALL CALENDAR 2013
The theme is the Edict of Milan – A2 size. All profits to
the ROCOR Fund for Assistance, (£10.00) NOW £2.00

PRAYER BOOKS
THE 1960 JORDANVILLE PRAYER BOOK
Translated by ARCHIMANDRITE LAZARUS
(Moore) - facsimile 378pp Hardback
£14.50

ST JOHN CASSIAN ON PRAYER
Paperback

THE SERVICE OF THE SMALL
SUPPLICATORY CANON TO THE MOST HOLY
THEOTOKOS 27pp 75p
THE VITAE PRIMA OF ST JOHN THE
WONDERWORKER by Fr SERAPHIM (ROSE)
23pp
£1.50

BOOKS

BOOKLETS

HOLY SCRIPTURE &
COMMENTARIES

2013 DIRECTORY OF ORTHODOX PARISHES
& CLERGY IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND, £4.00
AKATHISTS - £2.25 per copy
TO JESUS CONQUEROR OF DEATH 43pp
TO THE MOTHER OF GOD “NURTURER OF
CHILDREN” 24pp
TO THE MOTHER OF GOD “HEALER OF
CANCER” 32pp
TO JESUS CHRIST “FOR A LOVED ONE WHO
HAS FALLEN ASLEEP” 31pp
TO THE MOTHER OF GOD “THE
INEXHAUSTIBLE CUP” 32pp
AKATHIST OF REPENTANCE FOR ONE WHO
HAS ABORTED A CHILD 36pp
TO THE GUARDIAN ANGEL WHO KEEPETH
UNCEASING WATCH OVER ONE’S LIFE 40pp
TO ALMIGHTY GOD FOR HELP IN TROUBLE
28pp
AKATHIST IN HONOUR OF ST JOHN THE
WONDERWORKER 19pp
£1.50
A MONTH WITH ST JOHN OF KRONSTADT
22pp
£1.50

59pp
£3.00

THE EXPLANATION OF THE EPISTLE OF ST
PAUL TO THE GALATIANS by Blessed
Theophylact, Paperback, 86pp
£10.50
THE EXPLANATION OF THE HOLY GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO ST JOHN by Blessed Theophylact
Pb, 312pp £11.50
Hb, 312pp £20.00
THE EXPLANATION OF THE HOLY GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO ST LUKE by Blessed Theophylact
Pb, 328pp £11.50
Hb, 328pp £20.00
THE EXPLANATION OF THE HOLY GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO ST MARK by Blessed
Theophylact
Pb, 144pp £11.50
Hb, 328pp £20.00
THE EXPLANATION OF THE HOLY GOSPEL
ACCORDING TO ST MATTHEW by Blessed
Theophylact
Pb, 259pp £11.50
Hb, 259pp £20.00
THE NEW TESTAMENT OF OUR LORD AND
SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST Authorised Version, Pb
479pp
£4.00
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ORTHODOX STUDY BIBLE, Hb illustrated 1795pp
+ indices
£27.50

SAINTS
A GUIDE TO THE SAINTS OF WALES AND THE
WEST COUNTRY by RAY SPENCER
110pp Paperback
£9.00
AN AGE OF SAINTS by CHALWYN JAMES
115pp Paperback
£6.95
AN EXTRAORDINARY PEACE: SAINT
SERAPHIM, FLAME OF SAROV by Archimandrite
Lazarus (Moore), Pb 350pp £14.00
CELTIC HAGIOGRAPHY AND SAINTS’ CULTS
ed. JANE CARTWRIGHT
339pp Paperback
£10.00
CONTEMPORARY ASCETICS OF MOUNT
ATHOS by ARCHIMANDRITE CHERUBIM
Volume 1 363pp Paperback
£9.95
Volume 2 358pp Paperback
£9.95
FATHER HERMAN-ALASKA’S SAINT by F.A.
GOLDER, 71pp Paperback
£5.00
FELIX, ST GUTHLAC AND THE EARLY
HISTORY OF CROWLAND by IAN THOMPSON
16pp Booklet
£2.00
THE GREAT COLLECTION OF THE LIVES OF
THE SAINTS by St Demetrius of Rostov - Hb £25
per volume.
SEPTEMBER - 500pp
OCTOBER - 470pp
NOVEMBER - 686pp
DECEMBER - 616pp
JANUARY - 533pp
FEBRUARY - 321pp
MARCH - 500pp
APRIL – 375pp

VALERY LUKIANOV 142pp
Hardback illustrated

£14.00

THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF ST COLUMBAN
by GEORGE METLAKE
258pp Paperback
£14.00
LIFE OF ST COLUMBA FOUNDER OF IONA by
ABBOT ADAMNAN 140pp Paperback £10.00
LITTLE RUSSIAN PHILOKALIA SERIES
Vol 1 St Seraphim of Sarov,158pp Paperback £6.00
Vol 2 Abbot Nazarius, 143pp Paperback £7.00
Vol 5 St Theodore of Sanaxar, 188pp Pb £8.00
LIVES AND LEGENDS OF ST BRENDAN THE
VOYAGER by DENIS O’DONAGHUE
399pp Paperback
£15.00
LIVES OF THE BRITISH SAINTS by SABINE
BARING-GOULD and JOHN FISHER (a facsimile
reprint of the text and text illustrations of the 19071913. 4 -volume edition, in 8 parts)
Paperback
£12.00 per volume
Part 1- Introduction to Anno
166pp
Part 2 -Aranwen to Buriena
177pp
Part3-Cadell to Cynderyn
240pp
Part 4 -Cynderyn ab Cyngar-Ewryd 233pp
Part 5-Faustus to Gynaid
251pp
Part 6-Hawystil to Mynno
258pp
Part 7-Nectan to Teilo
242pp
Part 8-Teithfall to Index
238pp
LIVES OF THE ENGLISH SAINTS by S. BARINGGOULD 118pp Paperback £9.00
LIVES OF THE GEORGIAN SAINTS by
ARCHPRIEST ZAKARIA MACHITADZE
503pp Hardback
£14.00

GREAT-MARTYR TSAR LAZAR OF SERBIA His
Life and Service 55pp Paperback
£6.00

LIVES OF THE SAINTS FROM THE BOOK OF
LISMORE Translated by WHITLEY STOKES
381pp Paperback
£13.50

HANDMAIDS OF THE LORD Holy Women of
Late Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages - Selected
and translated by Joan M Petersen, Pb 434pp
£29.99

THE LOST SAINTS OF BRITAIN Rediscovering
our Celtic Roots by IAN THOMPSON
131pp Paperback
£6.00

HARLOTS OF THE DESERT A study of repentance
in early monastic sources by BENEDICTA WARD
SLG 113pp Paperback
£13.75

MODERN ORTHODOX SAINTS: A Series By
Constantine Cavarnos:
Vol 1, St Cosmas Aitolos, Paperback, illustrated, 118pp
£6.95
Vol 10, Ss Raphael, Nicholas and Irene, Paperback,
illustrated, 200pp
£8.95

ICONS AND SAINTS OF THE EASTERN
ORTHODOX CHURCH by ALFREDO
TRADIGO,383pp Pb, illustrated
£13.95
IN SEARCH OF ST RUMWOLD by RUMWOLD
LEIGH booklet
£2.50
IN SEARCH OF ST WALSTAN by CAROL
TWINCH, 197pp Paperback illustrated £9.95
LANTERN OF GRACE by PROTOPRESBYTER

THE MYSTERY OF THE WONDERWORKER
OF OSTROG, Hb, 291pp illustrated £25.00
NEW CONFESSORS OF RUSSIA by
ARCHIMANDRITE DAMASCENE (ORLOVSKY)
430pp Pb
£11.50
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THE NORTHERN THEBAID Monastic Saints of the
Russian North Compiled and translated by Fr Seraphim
Rose and Fr Herman Podmoshensky
302pp Paperback illustrated
£10.00
THE OPTINA ELDERS SERIES
Vol 2 ELDER ANTHONY by Fr CLEMENT
SEDERHOLM 269pp Paperback
£6.50
Vol 3 ELDER MACARIUS by Fr LEONID KAVELIN
386pp Paperback
£8.50
Vol 4 ELDER AMBROSE by Fr SERGIUS
CHETVERIKOV 469pp Paperback
£9.95
Vol 5 ELDER NEKTARY by I.M.KONTZEVITCH
515pp paperback
£12.95
Vol 7 ELDER BARSANUPHIUS by Victor
AFANASIEV 833pp Paperback
£14.95
ST GENEVIEVE OF PARIS by IRENE RODAKRYDELEK 100pp Paperback
£10.00
ST JOHN DAMASCENE by CONSTANTINE
CAVARNOS, 67pp Paperback
£6.50
ST JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA by LIONEL
SMITHETT LEWIS 211pp Paperback £12.99
THE SAINTS OF CORNWALL SERIES by
GILBERT H.DOBLE
Part One - Saints of the Land’s End District
145pp Paperback
£9.00
Part Two - Saints of the Lizard District
134pp Paperback
£9.00
Part Three - Saints of the Fal
139pp Paperback
£9.00
Part Four - Newquay, Padstow and Bodmin District
167pp Paperback
£9.00
Part Five-Saints of Mid-Cornwall
157pp Paperback
£8.00
Part Six-Saints of North Cornwall
144pp Paperback
£9.00
SAINT WITH THE SILVER SHOES - the
Continuing Search for St Walstan by CAROL
TWINCH, 176pp Pb illustrated
£8.50

WRITINGS OF SAINTS

THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF ST NIKOLAI
Bishop of Ochrid 55pp Booklet
£3.50
NIL SORSKY The Authentic Writings edited and
translated, with an introduction, by David M Goldfrank,
Pb 276pp
£29.99
ON THE PRAYER OF JESUS by IGNATIUS
BRIANCHANINOV, 167pp Paperback £11.99
THE ORTHODOX VENERATION OF MARY
THE BIRTHGIVER OF GOD by ST JOHN
MAXIMOVITCH 87pp Paperback
£4.95
SELECTED WRITINGS OF ST JOHN CASSIAN
143pp Paperback
£5.00
SERMONS AND WRITINGS OF ST JOHN,
Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco,
Books 2, 3 and 4 in stock
Approx 60pp each Paperback £4.50
THE SPIRITUAL MEADOW by JOHN MOSCHOS
Translated by John Wortley Paperback 287pp £14.99
THOUGHTS FOR EACH DAY OF THE YEAR by
St Theophan the Recluse 307pp Pb
£13.00

ELDERS
BEARERS OF THE SPIRIT Spiritual fatherhood in
Romanian Orthodoxy by NICHOLAS STEBBING
332pp Paperback illustrated £17.99
EVERYDAY SAINTS AND OTHER STORIES By
Archimandrite Tikhon (Shevkunov), Paperback,
illustrated, 504pp
£16.50
FATHER GEORGE CALCIU: INTERVIEWS,
HOMILIES AND TALKS
381pp Paperback
£14.75
FATHER SERAPHIM ROSE - HIS LIFE AND
WORKS by FATHER DAMASCENE Pb illustrated
1094pp
£20.00

ASCETIC DISCOURSES by ABBA ISAIAH OF
SCETIS, 282pp Paperback
£15.50

LETTERS TO A BEGINNER On Giving One’s Life
To God by ABBESS THAISA OF LEUSHINO
110pp Paperback
£5.50

DISCOURSES AND SAYINGS by DOROTHEOS
OF GAZA
259pp Paperback
£19.50

OUR THOUGHTS DETERMINE OUR LIVES The
Life and Teachings of Elder Thaddeus of Vtitovnica
212pp Paperback
£11.50

GILDAS de excidio Brittanniae or The Ruin of
Britain, facsimile reprint, Pb 252p
£13.00

WE SHALL SEE HIM AS HE IS by
ARCHIMANDRITE SOPHRONY 237pp Pb

THE LIFE AND WRITINGS OF ST COLUMBAN
by GEORGE METLAKE
258pp Paperback
£14.00
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CHILDREN’S
THE CREED IN COLOURING ICONS (Colouring
book for children) paperback, £2.50
CHRISTMAS (ikon colouring book for children) Pb
£3.85
THE LIFE OF CHRIST (ikon colouring book for
children) Paperback 23pp
£3.85
THE LIFE OF ST SAVA (retold for children)
16pp Paperback
£2.00
THE LIFE OF THE THEOTOKOS (ikon colouring
book for children) Pb 16pp
£3.85
MY PRAYER BOOK (for children) illustrated by
Egle-Ekaterine Potamitis, Hb, 62pp
£17.50
MY BOOK OF GREAT LENT (Colouring book for
children), paperback, 14 ikons to colour with poster and
stickers
£4.85
MY BOOK OF HOLY WEEK (Colouring book for
children), paperback, 21 ikons to colour with poster and
stickers.
£4.85
MY BOOK OF WARRIOR SAINTS (For children),
hardback with audio CD, 70pp, £17.50
MY PENTECOSTARION (Colouring book for
children) paperback
£4.85
ST CATHERINE (For children), hardback with audio
CD, 30pp
£12.50

THE ANTIQUITIES OF GLASTONBURY by
William of Malmesbury, translated by Frank Lomax.
The book covers the period AD63 - 1126
Pb 174pp
£12.00
BRITAIN’S HOLIEST PLACES - The all-new guide
to 500 sacred sites by Nick Mayhew Smith, Pb
illustrated 537pp
£17.99
THE CELTIC CHRISTIANITY OF CORNWALL
by THOMAS TAYLOR
184pp Paperback
£12.00
MANX CHURCH ORIGINS by D.S.DUGDALE
186pp Paperback
£12.00
ORTHODOX IRELAND & ERIUGENA:
CHAMPION OF WESTERN ORTHODOXY Vladimir de Beer, Pb 102pp, Spiral binding £5.00
THE WATER OF LIFE Springs and Wells of
Mainland Britain by IAN and FRANCES
THOMPSON 219pp Paperback
£12.00

IKONOGRAPHY
ICONS by EVA HAUSTEIN-BARTSCH
92pp Paperback, Illustrated
£7.00
ICONS AND SAINTS OF THE EASTERN
ORTHODOX CHURCH by ALFREDO
TRADIGO,383pp Pb, illustrated
£13.95
ICONS: Masterpieces of Russian Art by Olga A
Polyajova, Hb 192pp illustrated
£25.00

ST CHRISTOPHER (For children), hardback with
audio CD, 30pp
£12.50

THE MONTREAL MYRRH-STREAMING ICON
AND BROTHER JOSEPH, Paperback
363pp of text plus illustrations
£10.00

SAINT DEMETRIOS THE MYRRH-FLOWING by
Dionysios and Egle-Ekaterine Potamitis, Hb 24pp
Illustrated for children
£12.50

SPLENDOUR AND GLORY: Art of the Russian
Orthodox Church,
Pb 241pp profusely illustrated
£40.00

ST GEORGE AND THE DRAGON (for children),
hardback with audio CD, 30pp, £11.50

THEOLOGY & SPIRITUAL LIFE

SAINTS OF ENGLAND (Colouring book for
children) Pb 16pp
£4.50

THE BEGINNINGS OF A LIFE OF PRAYER by
Archimandrite Irenei (Steenberg), paperback, 122pp,
£8.50

SAINTS OF IRELAND (Colouring book for children)
Pb 16pp
£4.50

ORTHODOXY IN BRITAIN
ANCIENT STONE CROSSES OF ENGLAND by
Alfred Rimmer, Pb illustrated, facsimile reprint of the
1875 edition, 172pp
£11.00

DEIFICATION IN THE EASTERN ORTHODOX
TRADITION: a biblical perspective by STEPHEN
THOMAS,
Paperback 182pp
£21.50
ECUMENISM EXAMINED A concise analytical
discussion of the ecumenical movement by
CONSTANTINE CAVARNOS
64pp Hardback
£6.00
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THE EXPERIENCE OF GOD Orthodox Dogmatic
Theology by DUMITRU STANILAOE 280pp
Paperback
£15.95

ENCOMINUM TO MONK CONSTANTINE
(CAVARNOS) (1918 - 2011) by Fr Asterios
Gerostergios, Pb 51pp
£4.50

FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY A Search for
Harmony-Human Rights and Personal Dignity by
PATRIARCH KIRILL OF MOSCOW
136pp Paperback
£12.99

A HANDY-BOOK OF RULES & TABLES FOR
VERIFYING DATES WITH THE CHRISTIAN
ERA, &c. Facsimile reprint of the 1869 edition by
JOHN J. BOND, 312pp Paperback
£10.95

GOD’S REVELATION TO THE HUMAN HEART
By Fr Seraphim Rose, Pb, illustrated, 48pp £3.75

LIFE ON THE RUSSIAN COUNTRY ESTATE
A Social and Cultural History by PRISCILLA
ROOSEVELT, Paperback, Illustrated £25.00

HOLINESS: MAN’S SUPREME DESTINY by
CONSTANTINE CAVARNOS
96pp Paperback
£5.50
THE MEANING OF SUFFERING and STRIFE
AND RECONCILIATION (one volume) by
ARCHIMANDRITE SERAPHIM ALEKSIEV
112pp Paperback
£6.00
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH An Introduction to the
Teaching and Spirituality of the Orthodox Church by
BISHOP HILARION ALFEYEV
267pp Paperback
£12.95
THE MYSTICAL THEOLOGY OF THE
EASTERN CHURCH by VLADIMIR LOSSKY
252pp Paperback
£19.00
ON THE DIVINE LITURGY By Metropolitan
Augustinos (Kantiotis) of Florina:
Vol 1, Paperback, 274pp
£12.95
Vol 2, Paperback, 200pp
£12.95
THE ORTHODOX CHURCH (New Edition) by
TIMOTHY WARE
358pp Paperback
£12.99
ORTHODOX DOGMATIC THEOLOGY by
PROTOPRESBYTER MICHAEL POMAZANSKY
434pp Paperback
£12.50
ORTHODOXY by PAUL EVDOKIMOV, Pb
375pp
£19.95
TURNAROUND The Orthodox Purpose Driven Life
by FORREST LONG 126pp
Paperback
£8.95
THE WAY OF A PILGRIM & THE PILGRIM
CONTINUES HIS WAY, translated by R M French,
Paperback
£10.99

MISCELLANEOUS
DIAMONDS ON THE BOSPHORUS An Historical
Novel by Aliki Kafetzopoulou,
Pb 143pp
£8.00

STARTING TO READ MEDIEVAL LATIN
MANUSCRIPT by DAVID GOSDEN,
146pp Paperback
£14.95

CHURCH ITEMS
St GEORGE’S CANDLES unbleached, handdipped
Large Votive Candles 10” x ½” £14.75 per 100
Medium Votive Candles £12.75 per 100
Tapers in bundles of 200 - £17.50
GREEK INCENSE
Note: Greek incense is made with less resin than the
granulated variety. Thus it produces less smoke. But,
being more concentrated, it should be used sparingly.
Boxes from Greece £3.00 each - Byzantine, Jasmine,
Carnation, and Rose.
Also in stock, both Rose and Byzantine - 1 kilo boxes
£27.50 per kilo
CHARCOAL - Swiftlite
Boxes of 80 basic tablets £6.75
Boxes of 100 (slightly larger sized) tablets £7.95
WICKS
Boxes of wicks with one cork float £1.25
Spare floats 55p each
CHOTKI - PRAYER ROPES
These are mostly made by nuns but it is difficult to
maintain constancy of style. Some are made of wool
and some of cord. Mostly they are black but not always.
Remember, when chotki are newly made the knots are
very close together. You will need to give them a gentle
stretch in order to separate the knots.
100 knot chotki £13.95
50 knot chotki £6.95
33 knot chotki £4.50
We can supply longer chotki - 200 knot £22.00 or 300
knot £32.00
RUSSIAN STYLE CROSSES - BRASS
6½” x 3½” £14.50
10” x 5” £24.50
CENSERS
Standing Censers for domestic use in two types:
“Gilt” 6¼” tall £24.95
“Silver” 6¼” tall £22.95
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IKON LAMPS
“GILT” HANGING LAMPS in two sizes
Medium Size (bunch of grapes design) £32.95
Small Size (Greek design) £29.95
“SILVER” HANGING LAMPS - styles as above
Medium £29.95
Small £27.95
BRACKETS - 5½” long “Gilt”£9.95 “Silver”£7.95
STANDING LAMPS
“Gilt” £28.95
“Silver” £26.95
Spare Lamp Glasses - Red or Blue £5.95 each
PROSFORA SEALS
GREEK STYLE either plastic £5.50
COMMUNION NAPKINS
Red with embroidered Cross £14.00
VARIOUS
LAPEL CROSSES “gilt” and blue lapel crosses Russian style
£2.00 each
PASCHA MOULDS in plastic
£4.00 each

MULTI-MEDIA
CDs
The following CD was recorded at St Paisius
Monastery, Safford, USA. The nuns sing mostly in
English although a few tracks are in Slavonic.
THE ALL-NIGHT VIGIL - a selection of 14 hymns
from the Service in honour of the Optina Fathers. £9.95
The following CD was produced by St Herman of
Alaska Brotherhood
LIVING THE ORTHODOX WORLD VIEW Vol 1 Lectures by Fr Seraphim (Rose) of Platina £6.00

DVDs
HOW TO MAKE AN ORTHODOX PRAYER ROPE
(chotki) - Two hours
£12.00
THE RETURN OF THE ICON (Tihkvin Ikon of the
Mother of God) - 85 minutes
£19.95

IKON PRINTS AND CARDS
IKON CARD 6”x8” 40p each
All Saints of Britain and Ireland
IKON PRINTS (paper) approx. 7”x5½” 30p each
St Joanna the Myrrh-bearer
St Daniel the Stylite
St Osyth of Essex, Abbess
St Richard of Wessex, Prince
St Kieran (Ciaran) of Clonmacnois, Abbot
IKON CARDS - postcard size 20p each
Descent in Hades (Easter ikon)
Nativity of Christ (Christmas ikon)
Christ with Sts Columba, Adamnan, Melangell,
Alban, David and Patrick
Our Lady of Mettingham
Our Lady of Walsingham
Prophet Naum and St Naum of Ochrid, Monk

Saints of Bangor (Sts Comgall, Gall and Columban)
Saint Aidan of Lindisfarne, Bishop
Saint Alban, Proto-martyr of Britain
Saint Angus of Keld (near Dublin), Ascetic
Apostle Aristobulos of the 70, 1st Bishop of Britain
Venerable Bede
Saint Benedict of Nursia, Abbot
Saint Boniface of Crediton, Enlightener of Germany
Saint Botolph of Iken, Abbot
Saint Brannock of Braunton, Monk
Saint Brendan the Voyager, Abbot
Saint Brigid of Kildare, Abbess
Saint Brihtwold, Bishop of Ramsbury
Saint Cadoc of Wales, Monk
Saint Chad, Bishop of Lichfield
Saint Colman of Lindisfarne, Bishop
Saint Colman of Oughaval, Abbot
Saint Columba, Abbot of Iona
Saint Cuthbert of Lindisfarne, Bishop
Saint David, Patron Saint of Wales, Bishop
Saint Easwythe, Abbess of Folkestone
Saint Edmund, King of East Anglia, Martyr
Saint Felix of Dunwich, Bishop
Saint Finan of Lindisfarne, Bishop
Saint Frideswide of Oxford, Abbess
Saint Fursey of Burgh Castle, Abbot
Saint Ita of Kileedy, Abbess
Saint John the Almsgiver, Patriarch of Alexandria
Saint John of Beverley, Bishop
Saint John the Wonderworker of Shanghai and San
Francisco, Bishop
Saint Leo the Great, Pope of Rome
Saint Martin, Bishop of Tours
Saint Mildred, Abbess of Minster
Saint Nectan of Hartland, Martyr
Saint Oswald, King of Northumbria, Martyr
Saint Oswin of Northumbria, Martyr
Saint Patrick, Patron Saint of Ireland, Bishop
Saint Seraphim of Sarov, Hieromonk
Saint Sidwell of Exeter, Martyr
Saint Teilo, Bishop
Saint Urith of Chittlehampton, Virgin
Saint Varus, Martyr
Saint Walstan of Taverham (and Bawburgh)
Saint Wandregesilius, Abbot of Fontenelle
Saint Werburgh of Chester, Nun
WATERCOLOUR PAINTINGS - Rural scenes - 5
folded cards, in full colour, blank inside with envelopes
- £1.50 per pack.
PRAYER CARDS - postcard size - illustrated - full
colour 20p each
1) JESUS PRAYER
2) I BELIEVE, O LORD…. Prayer before Communion
3) THE STONE WHICH THE BUILDERS
REJECTED….Psalm verse
4) I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH and THE LIFE….
5) WE VENERATE THY CROSS…..
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TO MAKE AN ORDER:

OLLAND
BOOK SHOP
Click HERE to go straight to SGOIS’ on-line store or
alternatively print and fill out the form below.
 …………………………………………………………...

ORDER FORM
To SGOIS/Orthodox News, The White House,
Mettingham, Suffolk, NR35 1TP
From
Revd/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss………………………………....
........................................................................................
........................................................................................
..............................................................
E-mail ……………………………………………..

Come and browse our extensive range of
new and second hand stock and support
the Mettingham Orthodox Trust.

Olland Book Shop,
22 Upper Olland Street,
Bungay,
Suffolk,
NR35 1BH
01986 894026
ollandbookshop@aol.com
If you live too far from the shop to
wander round in person, why not have a
look at our store on Amazon. By clicking
on the box below ~

Please send the following
………………………………..
………………………………..
………………………………..
………………………………..
………………………………..
………………………………..
………………………………..
………………………………..
………………………………..
Postage (see below)
Donation to Mettingham
Orthodox Trust
Cheque enclosed

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

£
£

.
.

Please send a sample copy of Orthodox News to the
following who may be interested
Revd/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss………………………………....
........................................................................................
....................................................................
E-mail ……………………………………………..
Revd/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss………………………………....
........................................................................................
....................................................................
E-mail ……………………………………………..
________________________________________
Postage & Packing - To all orders except those for
candles and charcoal please add 15% if the value is
under £25 or 10% if it is over £25
Postage/carriage on candle and charcoal orders will be
charged at actual cost.
Please make cheques payable to:
S G O I S / Orthodox News
If making a donation, please fill out our Gift Aid
Form which can be downloaded here.
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St George Orthodox Information Service
The White House,
Low Road,
Mettingham,
Suffolk,
NR35 1TP
Telephone: (01986) 895176
E-mail: StGeorgeOIS@aol.com
Website: www.mettingham.org.uk
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